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One Hundred Years Ago
(with extracts from the Alpine Journal)

T he weather has been on the whole very fine; true, there were many
laments about the meagreness of the snowfall- the winter mantle

had almost reached vanishing point towards the end of January -but
we have enjoyed an abundance of sunshine and the frosts have been
consistently severe.

The intense cold experienced throughout the Alps during the opening weeks
of 1908 did not deter the Italian climber Mario Piacenza who on 16 January,
accompanied by Jean Baptiste Pelissier and Laurent Petigax, made a winter
ascent of the Dent du Geant. I During the year the development of ski
mountaineering continued apace and several notable expeditions were
completed. In January, after starting from Chamonix and crossing the Col
des Montets, H E Beaujard with Joseph2 and Edouard Ravanel completed
a section of the high-level route - the Haute Route - reaching Zermatt
from the Chanrion hut by way of the Col de l'Eveque and the Col de
Valpelline. In the same month Arnold Lunn and Cecil Wybergh, without
guides, spent four days on ski at the western end of the Bernese Alps, crossing
a number of passes between Montana and Villars. Peaks climbed for the
first time under winter conditions with the aid of ski3 included the Trifthorn
in the Zermatt district on 21 January by C Mauler with Louis and BenoJ:t
Theytaz and in northern Europe Kebnekaise (2123m), the highest point in
Sweden, on 29 March by H N Pallin.

By early summer the weather had become unsettled and the season was

... very bad from a climber's point of view. One of the oldest guides,
whose exploits are well known to all mountaineers, described the
season to us as 'one of the worst he had ever known.'

Although conditions were unfavourable in many regions a number of
notable expeditions was completed during brief spells of fine weather. In
the Maritime Alps two outstanding new ascents were completed on the
Punta dell' Argentera, the highest peak in the range: the classic south ridge
on 24 June by Angelo Brofferio and Vittorio Sigismondi; and, on
1 September, a fine route by Victor de Cessole with Andrea Ghigo and
Jean Plent who reached the Spalla, the shoulder on the south ridge, by way
of the steep west face. Following his climb on the Argentera Brofferio moved
to the Mont Blanc range where on 17 July he joined forces with Ettore Santi
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166. Jaf del Montasio,
Julian Alps,

from above Dogna.
(L Pignat)

and Ugo De Amicis to make the first ascent of the narrow east ridge of the
Aiguille de la Lex Blanche, above the Trelatete glacier. Another visitor to
this region was J J Withers who on 25 August with Adolf Andenrnatten
and Andreas Anthamatten completed the first traverse of a famous pass 
the Col des Cristaux,4 between Les Courtes and the Aiguille Ravanel.
Further along the chain in the Monte Rosa group on 28 July G Band G F
Gugliermina and Luigi Ravelli reached the summit of Punta Giordani, a
prominent shoulder of the Piramide Vincent, by way of the unclirnbed north
east ridge. In the Bernese Alps on 13 August Paul Baumgartner and Waiter
Hopf forced a route up the dangerous east flank of the Lauteraarhorn to
reach the south-east ridge.

To the east in the Bernina Alps on 10 October Paul Schucan and A PfIster
made the first complete ascent of the long east-north-east ridge of Piz
Morteratsch. In the Dolomites Oliver Perry-Smith with Rudolf Fehrmann
opened two outstanding new routes: the south face of the Torre Stabeler,
one of the Vajolet Towers, on 19 August; and, on 27 August, the south
west diedre climb on the Campanile Basso - the Guglia di Brenta. Another
notable expedition, on 21 August, was undertaken by Frau Kathe Broske
and Rudolf Schietzold who with Tita Piaz traversed the six principal Vajolet
Towers in a single day. In the Julian Alps on 29 August Graziadio BolaffIo
and Julius Kugy with Anton Oitzinger and Osvaldo Pesamosca established
th.e classic south-west pillar route on the JOf del Montasio, or Montasch,
the second highest summit in the range.
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Elsewhere in the Alps a major engineering project was severely affected
by two tragic events. Construction of the L6tschberg Tunnel to provide a
rail link under the Bernese Alps from Kandersteg to Goppenstein was well
advanced when on the evening of 29 February a sudden wave of air pressure
caused by an avalanche above Goppenstein destroyed a wooden hotel built
by the contractor near the southern portal, killing 12 employees. Five months
later, on 24 July, a disaster occurred when the heading of the northern,
Kandersteg tunnel collapsed during blasting operations at a point some
170m below the Kander river in the Gastern valley, allowing an inflow of
loose material and water. The tunnel was filled with debris over a length of
l500m and 25 workers lost their lives.5

In the Engadine on 1 July celebrations were held to mark the official
opening of a branch railway to a famous mountain resort.

The branch line of the Rhaetian Railway from Samedan to Pontresina
will be opened for traffic tomorrow. The daily service will consist of
sixteen trains each way. •

On 25 May Dr William Hunter Workman and his wife Fanny Bullock
Workman left Srinagar to commence the sixth of their mountain journeys.
Accompanied by the guide Cyprien Savoye, three porters from Courmayeur
and two surveyors, Count Cesare Calciati and Dr Mathias Koncza, the
Workmans spent four months undertaking a detailed exploration of the
Hispar region,6 visiting a number of branch glaciers and descending the
Biafo glacier to Askole. Many photographs were obtained during several
weeks of fine weather and on 2 August Mrs Bullock Workman with Savoye
and two of the porters ascended a peak7 near the Hispar Pass to which they
ascribed a height of some 6500m.

In July the American Miss Annie Smith Peck returned to the Andes,
accompanied on this occasion by the Swiss guides Rudolf Taugwalder and
Gabriel zum Taugwald, to make a further attemptS to climb Huascaran
(6768m), the highest mountain in Peru. Starting on 6 August Miss Peck,
zum Taugwald and a number of local men reached the saddle between the
north and south peaks before being forced to retreat. At the end of the
month she repeated the climb and on 2 September with the two guides
made the first ascent9 of the north, lower peak (6655m).

In the far south on 10 March a notable climb was completed by Dr A F
Mackay and four other members of Sir Ernest Shackleton's Nimrod Antarctic
Expedition who made the first ascent of Mount Erebus (3794m), a volcanic
peak on Ross Island in McMurdo Sound. After leaving a base at Cape
Royds the party endured very low temperatures and a severe blizzard before
establishing a final camp some four hours below the summit.

In Britain, where the weather was unsettled for much of the year, many
parties were active in all the principal regions. In Wales during October
A W Andrews and J B Farmer made the first ascent of Central Chimney Route,
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167. Peak near the Hispar Pass climbed by Mrs Bullock Workman's party on
2 August 1908. (Dr WH Workman)

a popular climb on the East Buttress of Lliwedd. In Scotland A C McLaren
and L G Shadbolt, climbing in June, scaled Shadbolt's Chimney, an early
route on the north face of Aonach Dubh in Glencoe.

A welcome development on 7 March was the foundation of the Alpine
Ski Club under the presidency of Sir Martin Conway,lO the object of the
Club being

... to promote mountaineering on Ski and good fellowship among
Ski-ers; to encourage mountaineering expeditions on Ski throughout
the world; and to promote a better knowledge of the mountains in
winter.

In the following month on 18 April the Ladies' Scottish Climbing Club
was formed with Mrs William Inglis Clark as the first President. In Norway
the Norsk Tindeklub was founded on 10 April by Carl Rubenson, Ferdinand
Schjelderup and other prominent climbers of the period.

Another event of note was the publication of Ruwenzon", 11 the account by
F~ppoDe Filippi of the expedition led by the Duke of the Abruzzi to that
range. This comprehensive work, illustrated by Vittorio Sella, was reviewed
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in the Alpine Journal where it was considered to be 'a book which is likely
to remain the classic description of one of the most interesting mountain
ranges in the world.' Other books published during the year included
The Alps in Nature and History by W A B Coolidge and Rock-climbing in Skye
by A P Abraham.

On 1 January the death occurred of Horace Walker, a former President
of the Alpine Club. A member of the famous Walker family, he took part
in the first ascent of the Brenva ridge route on Mont Blanc l2 and many
other notable expeditions.

This account is concluded with an extract from a paper read before the
Alpine Club in the following year by Withers, who after descending from
the Col des Cristaux looked up at the Grandes Jorasses.

Scoffers indeed say, not without some reason, that the modern climber
keeps only to well-worn tracks and has no initiative; but there are still
some who, sitting by the winter fire, see a party of the future sturdier
than they successfully breasting th~e last rocks of the great north face of
the Grandes Jorasses. Let them so dream.
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1. The peak had been climbed under winter conditions by Ettore
Allegra with Pierre and Jean Dayne in April 1900.

2. The famous guide Ravanel, le Rouge.
3. A ski ascent is defined by Sir Arnold Lunn as 'an expedition on

which ski were used until the foot of the final rock or ice ridges.'
4. Named by Withers after 'a large number of fine crystals' had been

found on the pass and during the ascent.
5. Construction work was delayed for seven months by the disaster.
6. The Hispar and Biafo glaciers had been explored and surveyed in

July 1892 during Sir Martin Conway's expedition to the Karakoram.
7. Named Biafo Hispar Watershed Peak by the Workmans.
8. Miss Peck had made unsuccessful attempts in 1904 and 1906.
9. Although the highest point attained during Miss Peck's final attempt

- when Taugwalder was severely frostbitten - has been disputed,
the authenticity of her claim to have ascended the north peak has
been generally accepted.

10. Later Lord Conway of Allington. He had used ski during his
exploration of Spitsbergen; see AJI02, 233,1997.

I). Filippo De Filippi, Ruwenzori: an Account ofthe Expedition ofHRH
Prince Luigi Amedeo of Savoy, Duke of the Abruzzi. London, Archibald
Constable and Co Ltd, 1908.

12. With his father Frank Walker, G S Mathews, A W Moore and the
guides Jakob and Melchior Anderegg on 15 July 1865.
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